
 

All the News 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

During February we will begin the season of LENT where we observe the 

journey, passion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “Lent is a season of forty days, 
not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy 
Saturday.  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word Lenten, which means ‘spring.’  
The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter.  Historically, Lent began as a 
period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time 
for penance by all Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by 
Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and death.  Because Sundays are always little Easters, the 
penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.”  (UM Book of 

Worship, p.320) 

This year “Ash Wednesday” is on February 22nd and “Easter” is April 8th.  
 

 As is our custom, we will host a Lenten Luncheon every Wednesday at 

12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  These will begin the week following Ash 
Wednesday on February 29th and will conclude on March 28th.  Each luncheon will 
feature a guest speaker and all are welcomed to attend. A schedule of the luncheon 
dates and persons speaking will soon be available.  

 

A CALL TO FAST DURING LENT 
(Fridays – Sunrise to Sunset) 

 

During this Lenten season, I want to invite you to fast from solid food on Fridays from 
“sunrise to sunset” (breaking the fast with the evening meal).  This will begin on February 24th and 
conclude on Good Friday (observance of Jesus’ death) April 6th.   In this way, Fridays can become a 
time of prayer and meditation as we humble ourselves and pray for the sick among us, for those in 
need, and for the needs of our country and world.  Remember, if we fast without prayer then we are 
only starving ourselves.  If unable to fast, or you do not wish to fast, please join us in being in prayer 
together during the Fridays of Lent. 

 
As we begin and move through the season of Lent, we do so mindful that our desire is to grow 

closer in our walk with the Lord.  Without the Lord we are nothing, but with God – all things are 
possible!  
 
Grace & Peace, 
 

 Pastor Ed 

Francis Asbury United Methodist Church 
 

1871 North Great Neck Road, Virginia Beach, VA  23454-1110 
Rev. Edward S. Martin, Jr. 
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Our Mission 

To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 
Our Vision 

We are called to be a Beacon of Hope to our community by 
Belonging, Believing and Becoming disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

--Belonging:  Worshipping to celebrate Jesus Christ and openly invite others to God’s love. 
--Believing:  Studying the Scriptures to provide Spiritual Light and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

--Becoming:  Serving others to reflect our hope in Jesus Christ to our community and world. 

 
 

Worship Services 
8am (Seasonal) – Outdoor Chapel in the Woods 

(First Sunday after Memorial Day through Labor Day Sunday) 
 

9am – Contemporary - Social Hall 
 

11am – Traditional – Sanctuary 
 

10:30am* – Combined Service – Sanctuary 
*(Only occurs when a month has five Sundays. The 9am & 11am services will 

not be held and there will be one combined service in the sanctuary at 10:30am.) 

 
 

Church Staff 
 Pastor: Rev. Edward S. Martin, Jr. pastor@francisasburyumc.org 
 Church Secretary: Mrs. Liz Needham office@francisasburyumc.org 
 Music Director: Mr. Kenneth Smead ken@francisasburyumc.org 
 Organist: Mrs. Nancy Probert  nancy@francisasburyumc.org 
 Youth & Young Adult Director: Mrs. Vickie Greatwood vickie@francisasburyumc.org 
 Family Ministry Director: Mrs. Kristen Gregory  kristen@francisasburyumc.org 
 Nursery Director: Mrs. Amy Balzer  amy@francisasburyumc.org 
 Preschool Director: Mrs. Anna Chevalier preschool@francisasburyumc.org 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Church Phone: (757) 481-5016 
Church Fax: (757) 481-7216 

Church Email: office@francisasburyumc.org  
Church Website: www.FrancisAsburyUMC.org 
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Happy Anniversary to: 
 

02/20 Jim & Imogene Kelley 

02/21 Oscar & Eva Henley 
02/21 Robert & Julia Griffin 

02/24 Ernest & Barbara White 
 

 

Happy Birthday cont: 
 

02/23 Christopher Norton 
02/24 Mark Schaefer 

02/26 Angie Myers 
02/28 Matt Gregory 
02/29 Brett Workman 

02/29 Cynthia Swart 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Prayers and Condolences 
We would like to offer our prayers and condolences to 

those whom have had loved ones pass. 
 

Kelly Daniels-Sheeran in the passing of her father, James E. Langner 
Ron Ripley in the passing of his father, Robert F. Ripley 

Anna Edgett in the passing of her daughter, Sue Browning 
Dave Strohsahl in the passing of his step-mother, Mary Anne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have information 

about an event or group 

activity that you would 

like the members and 

visitors of FAUMC to 

know about? 
 

Make your announcement 

in the Newsletter. It’s a 

great media format that is 

distributed monthly. 
 

Check for deadline dates 

on the monthly newsletter 

calendar. 

CELEBRATIONS/REMEMBERANCES 

 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

02/01 Robert Griffin 
02/02 Janice Tuckman 

02/04 Brooke Barnes 
02/05 Sylvia Campbell 
02/05 Ginger Wills 

02/05 Caroline Needham 
02/07 Edwin Dean Jr. 

02/09 Pat Hermit 
02/09 Benjamin Chevalier 

02/10 Caroline Muller 
02/10 Lynn Hickey 
02/10 Susan Wilson 

02/10 Mark Higginbotham 
02/11 Greg Damon-Billings 

02/11 Justin Hindman 
02/12 Virginia Church 
02/12 Bill Williams 

02/12 Michael Smead 
02/12 Robert Crofton Jr. 

02/12 Colby Kassir 
02/14 Mary Diggs 
02/14 Christy Mayo 

02/14 Jarrod Miley 
02/14 Heather Guthrie 

02/15 Shane Owen 
02/16 Brad Gray 
02/16 Matt Ittner 

02/17 Jeff Edens 
02/17 Rebecca Tilhou 

02/19 Lige Shick 
02/19 Kevin Baird 
02/19 Rachel Law 

02/20 Mark Bonnett 
02/21 Ginger Anderson 

02/22 Kay Oliver 

 

Remember In Prayer:    HOME BOUND 

Allegra Midgett  Ellie Myers         Mildred Joyce 

Herb Schriner  Ginger Anderson   Sissy Benda 
Anna Edgett   Marjorie Boyd       Thelma Face 
Eva Henley   Lou Bunch         Win Lawson 

    Maddie Meekings    
 

 

    OUR MILITARY 

 
 

Prayer Chain:  

When prayers are needed, please call Eva Henley at 481-6991 
or Mary Blackburn at 481-3755 to activate the prayer chain. 



 

 

 

Sunday Volunteers February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 

Acolytes 
Graham & Patrick 

Hasty 
TBA TBA TBA 

Coffee & 

Snacks 
Nancy Blackwood Boy Scouts OPEN Jenn Steliga 

Head Usher Hollie Tiedemann Hollie Tiedemann Hollie Tiedemann Hollie Tiedemann 

Flowers OPEN 

Janice Tuckman 

IMO James 

Lindquist 

OPEN OPEN 

Greeters 

9am 
Lyon Family Janice Tuckman 

Becky & Becky 

Valodin 

Bob & Debbie 

Friend 

Lector 9am Jenny Mello Dee Heyder OPEN Matt Gregory 

Greeters 

11am 

Matt, Kristen, 

Paige & Cailyn 

Gregory 

Bill Hodson 

& 

Dick Hermit 

Doris Bauer 

& 

Jeannette Reeks 

Robert & Helen 

Clark 

Lector 11am Gatlin Greenhalgh Evelyn Miles Helen Clark Sandi Cox 

Nursery 
**To sign up to 

volunteer in the 

nursery, see Amy in 

the nursery or 

email her at 
amy@francisasburyumc.org 

9 am 

Mrs. Amy  

9:45 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Shelly Harris 

11 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Jenny Mello 

9 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

9:45 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

11 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

9 am 

Mrs. Amy & Ryan 

9:45 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Shelly Harris 

11 am 

Mrs. Amy & Ryan 

9 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

9:45 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

11 am 

Mrs. Amy 

Ms. Brown 

Frank Youth Group 

Dinner/Chaperone 

6:00-8:00 pm 

NO YOUTH Gonzales Lundstrom Tuckman 

 

Special Services 

Nursery 

Parent’s Morning Out 

Saturday, February 11, 8:30am-1pm 

Mrs. Amy, Ms. Brown, & Ms. Shirley 
 

Meals on Wheels 

Reeks Team 

Wednesday, 

February 1 

Friday, 

February 3 

Friday, 

February 17 

Friday, 

March 2 

 

Reception Committee 

Calendar - January 

Co-Chairs: 

Hazel White & Juanita Peek 

Team Leader: 

Carol Tiedemann 

Team Members: 

     Pat Bailey                         Barbara Bonds 

     Beth Johnston                   Jeannette Reeks 

     Donna Ripley                   Dorothy Young 

   VOLUNTEERS 
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Please Help! 
We are in need of 4cup and 8cup 
Pyrex measuring cups (2 each).  
Also, metal measuring spoons and 
dry measure cups (1 set of each) are 
needed.  If you can help supply 
these items for our FAUMC kitchen, 
please let Juanita Peek know --481-
3048 OR Kay David --481-5987.   
We serve 120+ out of our kitchen 
on a regular basis for JCOC and 
church functions.  Thank you for 
helping! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 
 

Presentation 
Wednesday, February 15th,  11am 

The Davis-Meekins-Petre Circle 
will have a presentation on “the 
origins of  the American flag,” by 
the Sojourners. All ladies are 
invited. 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
The Year 2012 will be the twenty-first year that our church has 
participated in “Meals on Wheels of Virginia Beach”. Our loyal, 
dedicated Volunteers have been very generous in giving of their 
time and vehicle mileage in order to remember those who 
cannot cook for themselves, who cannot leave home to join 
others for meals, and those whose families are unable to totally 
care for them.  
 

I want to thank the following who regularly delivered meals for 
the Meals on Wheels Program of Virginia Beach during 2011:  

 

Robert and Helen Clark 

Dick and Jeannette Reeks 

Rhoda Dalton 

Rachel Roush 

Dan and Kay David 

Jack and Barbra Stehlik 

Mary Ella Jarvis 

 

And Alternates: 

Josephine Boswell 

Dick and Pat Hermit 

Vera Meekins 

 

Mary Blackburn,  

MOW Coordinator  

 

Please Help! 
The California Quilters 

(3 separate clubs) can use 
the zippered plastic bags--
any size: king through pillow 
cases. The groups are really 
appreciative of all you have 
sent before, but the well is 
dry now.  Just leave them in 
the Murphy Class room and 
I'll get them on their way. 
Juanita Peek--481-3048 

We’re Celebrating Joy in Generosity! 
As we wrap up our stewardship campaign, I’d like to thank the members and friends of Francis Asbury UMC for their 
faithful support and generous pledges to help us meet our 2012 expenses.  Our vision includes offering additional 
Christian studies, expanding our presence in the community, and increasing our mission support. 
 

$289,281 has been pledged toward our 2012 budget. 
This is 70% of our need toward an exciting new year of programs and activities. 

It is not too late to make a commitment.  Pledge cards are available in the church office. 

Volunteer Opportunity from the 
Missions Committee 

We are trying to reach out to our neighbor 
John B. Dey Elementary. In conversation with 
the school, the Reading Specialist (Ms. Lynn 
Logan) asked if we could provide volunteer 
readers in February to celebrate Reading 
Month. I was informed that the school has 6 
classes of every grade except 2nd grade which 
has 7. She identified times that would be best 
for each grade level:  
 
1st grade -  1:50 p.m.  
2nd grade -  1:15 p.m.  
3rd, 4th, & 5th grade after 12:00 p.m.  
 
Kindergarten has a.m. & p.m. classes so we 
would have to be flexible due to their very 
tight schedule.  
 
If you are interested please contact: Debbie 
Friend -  home phone #416-7674 or email 
mernefriend@msn.com. I look forward to 
hearing from you. I will try to answer any 
questions you might have or find the answers 
for you. 

mailto:mernefriend@msn.com


 

 

 

 

Francis Asbury Preschool 
 

January was a glorious month for FAP! The children 

returned to school, at the beginning of the month, 

excited about the new year, excited to see their 

teachers again and excited about their new friends!!!  

 

New Friends 
Yes, we have more new friends at FAP! When we 

returned to school, after Christmas break, we were 

joined by many new additional children! We are 

happy to announce that we now have 35 children 

enrolled in the preschool! January was a very 

exciting and busy month, as we had many 

new friends to get settled into our school! 

 

We also welcomed an additional 

assistant. Ms. Sarah lends a hand in our school on 

Monday’s and Wednesday’s. All of our teachers are 

extremely grateful to have Ms. Sarah’s’ helping 

hands two days a week! The children are having a 

blast with her as well!  

 

Donation to FAUMC 
I am happy to announce to the congregation that 

Francis Asbury Preschool was able to make a 

donation to the church this past month. The 

preschool Board will continue to review our 

financial status regularly so that we can make 

additional donations as we are able. Thank you all 

for your continued support of FAP as we grow and 

become more financially stable! 

 

THANK YOU! 
FAP would like to extend an enormous 

thank you to Ms. Tasha Hasty for coming 

into our school this month to talk with the 

children about Dental Health! The children 

had a blast seeing her and her little friend! 

THANK YOU!!! 

 

Registration Dates 
January also began our registration period for next 

school year. We held our in-house registration on 

January 27
th
.This registration period was open to 

currently enrolled families. We had a wonderful 

turnout and many currently enrolled families are 

returning next year.  

 

I am excited to announce that all church members 

are able to enroll children ages 2 – 5 years on 

February 1
st
 beginning at 9am. We will open 

registration to the public on February 3
rd

 at 9am. If 

you or someone you know would like to take a tour 

of our facility please contact me and we will 

schedule a day that works for you.  

 

We are offering a Kindergarten Enrichment class 

next Fall! I would love the opportunity to talk with 

you more about this class. If you are interested in 

hearing more about this new adventure please give 

me a call!  

 

What we are learning 
The children had a blast learning about 

dinosaurs! I am not sure who had more fun, 

the teachers or the children?! None the less, 

it was tons of fun and tons of learning took 

place!  Looking into February… we are excited to 

learn about transportation and community helpers!  

 

We would like to extend an offer to any and all of 

our community helpers in the congregation to come 

in for a visit. We would love to have you!  

 

Dates to Remember 
Feb. 20 – 21  President’s Day – School is Closed 

 

As always we would love to have you come in to the 

classroom to read a book, hear a story or just see a 

smiling angelic face! If you would like to pop in 

please contact me! 

 

Blessings to all, 

Anna 

 

 

 

 
Anna Chevalier, Preschool Director         preschool@francisasburyumc.org 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these." Matthew 19:14 

FROM THE STAFF 
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Family Ministry News 

Kristen H. Gregory 
Director of Family Ministry 

kristen@francisasburyumc.org 
www.francisasburyumc.org 

 
February 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

FRANCIS 
ASBURY UMC 

 

Parent’s Morning Out 
 

February 11, 2012 8:30am until 1:00pm 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  Please join us for a fun morning 
of games, crafts and activities.  Lunch and a special 
snack will be included.  Drop off and pick up will be in 
the nursery.  $20 per child, $10 per sibling and payment 
can be made the day of when your child is picked up.  
Please register on the Events page at 
www.francisasburyumc.org before February 8th.  Spaces 
are limited, so sign up early and bring a friend!  Please 
email Amy with questions at amy@francisasburyumc.org.  

 

Winter Warm Up 
 

January 28, 2012 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out for 
the Winter Warm Up.  While it wasn’t 
that chilly outside, roughly 75 people 
came together to ‘warm up’ while 
playing games, completing crafts, 
making Valentine’s Day cards, 
enjoying dinner and watching Happy 
Feet.  Thanks to the numerous 
volunteers and donors who helped to 
make this free, family event possible. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Sundays, 9:45-10:45am 
 
Thanks to all of the families who have 
started off the New Year by coming to 
Sunday School!  If you haven’t checked 
it out yet, we have three children’s 
Sunday School classes that meet from 
9:45-10:45am each Sunday morning – 
Preschool (age 3-5), K-2nd grade and 
3rd-5th grade.  Our fabulous Sunday 
School leaders would love to see your 
smiling faces!  Come join us! 
 

Wish List 
With our growing numbers in Sunday School, Children’s Church and the Nursery, we are in need of more 
supplies!  If you are interested in donating any of the following items, please get in touch with Kristen or 
Amy.  Thanks so much to everyone who has already donated! 
 
Sunday School/Children’s Church 

 Glue Sticks and bottled glue 

 Construction paper 

 Children’s scissors 

 Fun craft items (googly eyes, glitter, pipe cleaners, craft tissue paper, etc.) 
 

Nursery 

 Dress up clothes 

 2 or 4 drawer locking filing cabinet 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

 February 22nd @ 7pm – Ash Wednesday Service   

 March 31st – Easter Egg Hunt, 10am-12pm 

 April 1st – Palm Sunday: services @ 9am & 11am 

 April 5th @ 7pm – Maundy Thursday service 

 April 6th @ 7pm – Good Friday service 

 April 8th – Easter: services @ 6:30am, 9am & 11am 

***Nursery coverage is provided at all services.*** 
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BETSY MASON POSING WITH SOME OF THE YOUTH! 

 

Frank Meetings 

The Frank Youth Group meets three times 
each week for Sunday School, Sunday Night Youth, 
and Small Groups.  

Sunday School meets in the youth room 
every Sunday morning 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. in 
between services. If you are in 6th – 12th grade you 
are welcome to join us for an interactive bible 
study and fellowship! 

Sunday Night Frank meets in the youth 
room every Sunday night from 6 – 8 p.m. Anyone 
between 6th – 12th grade is welcome to come out 
for dinner, fellowship, games, and devotional! 

Small Groups is every Tuesday (except for 
the last Tuesday of the month when Church 
Council meets) 7 p.m. at the Mason’s house. Come 
and enjoy a themed pot luck dinner, games, and a 
bible study in which the guys and the girls separate 
to discuss more gender related topics! 

 

*For more information on meetings and 
events, please contact Youth Director, Vickie 
Greatwood Vickie@francisasburyumc.org. 

 

LAST MONTH RECAP 

After a fun Holiday Season we are back 
on track with our normal meeting schedule. The 
2012 Youth Council had their first meeting and are 
busy at making this an incredible year for The 
Frank! 

 
Upcoming Events 

February 12th will be Orientation for the 
2012 Confirmation Class. If you are 6th grade or 
above and would like to be confirmed this year, 
please get in touch with Vickie Greatwood before 
Orientation in order to ensure that we will have 
all your materials ready on the first day. 

There will be Small Groups on the 14th and 
in celebration of Valentine’s Day we are going to 
have a formal night! Come dressed to impress 
and get ready for a sit down dinner and dancing! 
We have always had a lot of fun with these so 
don’t miss out! Come wearing Valentine’s Day 
colors. 

February 21st we are hosting our 2nd 
annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
fundraiser! This was a huge success last year and 
the proceeds will be going to our Summer 
Retreat. If you would like to volunteer or donate 
supplies, please get in touch with Vickie 
Greatwood.  

 

How to keep up with upcoming events! 

There is a youth calendar posted on the 
church’s website on the youth page. To view this 
calendar go to www.francisasburyumc.org, click 
on ministries, then click on youth. There you will 
find a link to the 2011 calendar complete with 
dates and times of upcoming events as well as 
the food theme for Tuesday’s Small Groups. If 
you have youth group related questions, please 
contact Youth Director, Vickie Greatwood 
Vickie@francisasburyumc.org. 

 

God Bless! 

Vickie Greatwood 

Youth Dircetor 
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February 2012 

 

  For updated calendar information contact Liz Needham or checkout the Church wall calendar or weekly bulletin 
announcements.  

Hard copies of the 
Newsletter are 
available in the 

Welcome Center. 

March Newsletter Deadline: 
Wednesday, February 24th 

Please email your articles to: 
office@francisasburyumc.org or you can leave 

them on the secretary’s desk. 

ATTENTION: 
All requests, changes, and/or 

cancellations to the calendar and/or use 
of the church facilities must be 
communicated to Liz Needham. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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